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Application of meta-analysisin social and behavioral science: areview of
advantages, disadvantages, and methodological issues

Izanlo Balal*, Habibi Mojtaba?

Abstract

Meta-analysis enables researchers to analyzertimd@s of studieselated to the specific area in the form
of a specific research question. Based on thetsestithese reviews for the specific subject, dgwelent
of new theories and experimental models is provi@ten, by exploring studies in a particular fielde
encounter a large number of studies which were wctied on the same variables. Despite the similafity
studied subjects, it seems that the methods, fample experimental vs. survey or populations os¢he
studies are different. Since, the result of thesdiss often is not similar, so we need a methatan
combining the various results together to improue lmowledge about the subject of study. In theesam
way, meta-analysis, with the aim of statisticalynbining results of previous researches, follows tw
major processes: 1- in addition to making summany @description on the results of studies in théohys
of specific subject, it also follows the level @fations or a real difference in the populationyafious
studies, and 2- It estimates the effect of methmgloal properties of studies on the level of défeces or
the estimated relationships in various studiefiéngpecific fields. In the present paper, approsaheals,
advantages, disadvantages of meta-analysis prazautine field of social, and behavioral sciencesen
discussed.

Keywords: Meta-analysis, reviewing systematic, behavior@rsmes research.
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