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The role of justice idealogie and just and unjust world belief on
behavioral and evaluative justice of college students’ distress

Golparvar M*, Akbari M?

Abstract

Aim and Background: Justice in the form of justice ideologies and an unjust and just world belief is the
important perceptual and cognitive component in various domains of life. This research aimed to study the
role of justice ideologies and the just and unjust world beliefs on behavioral and evaluative justice of
college students’ distress in Isfahan city.

Method and Materials: This was a retrospective correlation study. Statistical population was all the
students in Isfahan city universities. From them, 500 students selected using convenience sampling.
Research questionnaire included belief in a just world (from Dalbert), belief in an unjust world belief
(from Dalbert, Lipkus, Sallay and Goch), justice in evaluation, behavioral justice, distress in universities
(three from Dalbert and Stober) and justice ideology and democratic trust (Wegener et al). Data were
analyzed using of Pearson’s correlation coefficient and structural equation modeling.

Findings: The results of structural equation modeling showed that determinism and democratic trust have
direct effect which explained 5.7 percent of variances of belief to the just world; belief to the just world
explained 1.8 percent of variances of behavioral justice; egalitarianism explained 19.2 percent of variances
of justice in evaluation and justice in evaluation; finally behavioral justice explained 7.9 percent of
variances of distress.

Conclusions: Reinforcing belief to the just world and diminishing egalitarian can increase behavioral
justice and reinforcing belief to the just world can increase evaluative justice. Finally with increase of
behavioral justice and evaluative justice, the levels of college students’ distress could decrease.

Keywords: justice ideology, belief in a just world, belief in an unjust world, behavioral justice, justice in
evaluation, college students.
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