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Effect of Emotion Manipulation on Reaction Timesin Personal and
| mpersonal Moral Judgments

Ziaei M*, Khodapanahi MK?, Heidari M*, Keshvari F*

Abstract

Background and Aim: Moral psychology studies investigate cognitive angotional systems involved
in moral judgments. This research also examinegtieet of emotion manipulation on reaction times t
moral dilemmas.

Method and Materials: This was a causal relational study executed onteigle randomly selected 18-

25 year old students from Shahid Beheshti Univwerdib investigate moral judgment, 2 personal and
impersonal moral dilemmas were administered anéifiootion manipulation, 3 groups of neutral, positiv
and negative valence pictures were applied. Thisaieh was performed in 3 stages to evaluate moral
judgment and 2 stages for emotion manipulationeXamine the results, ANOVA was done.

Findings. The results showed significant differences in tieactimes to personal moral dilemmas
between the first and the third stages as well etavden the first and the fifth ones. However, such
differences were not significant for impersonakdimas. In addition, results revealed out that megat
emotion induction, increases the reaction timestdwnoral dilemmas.

Conclusion: It seems that the effect of environmental factons decision making especially moral
decision making is related to the kind of emotioducted and also kinds of cognitive or emotional
decisions.

Keywords: Personal Moral Dilemmas, Impersonal Moral Dilemmasnotion Induction, Utilitarian
responses
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